Introduced by Council Member Anderson and Co-Sponsored by Council Member Crescimbeni, Newby, Brosche, Morgan, Freeman, Schellenberg  R. Gaffney, Boyer, Hazouri, Pittman, Gulliford and Becton:
RESOLUTION 2019-357
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING JANET OWENS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF LOCAL INITIATIVES SUPPORT CORPORATION (LISC) JACKSONVILLE, ON HER DECADES OF OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO THE JACKSONVILLE COMMUNITY THROUGH LISC JACKSONVILLE AND OTHER NOT-FOR-PROFIT COMMUNITY SERVICE AGENCIES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Janet Owens, a native of Darlington, South Carolina, earned her bachelor’s degree in political science at Russell Sage College in Troy, New York and worked in finance-related local government positions in Greenville, South Carolina, Adrian, Michigan and Washington D.C. prior to moving to Jacksonville; and


WHEREAS, Ms. Owens held leadership positions as Assistant Executive Director at the Girl Scouts of Gateway Council and Associate Director at Volunteer Jacksonville before joining the staff at the United Way of Northeast Florida where she was the Vice President of Marketing and Communications; and


WHEREAS, in 2010 she took the helm at LISC Jacksonville, one of 33 affiliates of the national LISC organization, dedicated to helping revive and improve neighborhoods by assisting not-for-profits to provide affordable housing and revitalize commercial retail areas to support the community’s needs. LISC helps to build the capacity of existing community organizations already doing good work and uses its national affiliations and outstanding reputation as a financial intermediary to help leverage funding for worthwhile projects; and

WHEREAS, during her tenure at LISC Jacksonville, Janet Owens has been integrally involved in the organization’s efforts to facilitate the construction of both single-family and multi-family housing to strengthen neighborhoods and has participated with the Northwest Jax Community Development Corporation, Operation New Hope, and the City’s Renew Jax program on commercial revitalization efforts to bring new economic vitality to lagging neighborhoods, to great effect; and

WHEREAS, in addition to her professional work with community serving organizations, Ms. Owens has also been very active in numerous other civic and service organizations, including the Jacksonville Jaguars Foundation, WJCT Community Advisory Board, Leadership Jacksonville, Jacksonville Chapter of Jack and Jill of America, and St. Phillip’s Episcopal Church; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Janet Owens for her decades of outstanding community service to Jacksonville’s institutions and citizens, and extends its best wishes for many more years of continued success.
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Paige H. Johnston_
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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